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C O U N C I L  C 0 M M C N .I C . A  T i 0 N 

TO : TtiE CITY COUFiCIL 
FROM: THE CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 

C O U N C I L  MEETING DATE 
FEBRUARY i 5 ,  1989 . 

SUBJECT: ADOPT ORDINANCES MAKING PROVISION FOR RATE REDUCTION 1I.i WRI'ER, SEWER AND 
REFUSE TO CERTAIN LOW INCOME PERSONS; SETTING WATER RATES BY ORDINANCE RATHER 
THAN RES3LUTION; AND ADOPT BY URGERCY UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE, RATES FOR WATER 
SERVICE PREVIOUSLY ESTABLISHED BY RESOLUTION. 

PREPARED BY: City Attorney 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 1. Introduce Ord. 1445, establishing a 10% ra te  
adjustment on water, sewer, and refuse collection 
rates for  certain low income persons. 

2 .  Introduce Ord. 1446, requiring t h a t  water rates 
be se t  by ordinance rather t h a n  by resofution. 

3. introduce Ord. 1448, a n  urgency cncodified 
ordinance a d o p t f n g  by reference, %hose rates and 
charges for water service established i n  Resolution 
89-02. 

BACKGKOUND INFORkIIATION: I n  response to  cmcerns expressed by members of the 
public i n  connection w i t h  a recent adjustment of 
water rates,  the Council has directed that an 

ordinitnce be prepared for consideration, making provision for a rate reduction 
for certain l o w  'ncome perzons. After investigation and much discussion, i t  
was determified t h a t  i t  wGuld be impractical t o  t r y  t o  draf t  a meawre which 
would apply t o  a l l  persons i n  low income s ta tus  irrespective of age. The 
attached d r a f t  i s  directed cnly t? those persons identified as "low income" by 
the Social Security Administration, based on the c r i t e r i a  for e l i g ib i l i t y  for 
Supplemental Security Income ( S S I ) ,  or State benefits under the State 
Supplemental Payment (SSP) program. 

In  l ieu of trying t o  modify the three separate statutes setting rates for  
water, sewer, and refuse collection, the Council recommendation t h a t  i t  a l l  bo 
done w i t h  a single ordinance proved most workable. The ordinance attached 
will add a section t c  Chapter 13.04 of the Lodi Mllnicipal Code, in ef fect  
applying a 10% rate adjustment, exclusive of s u r c h a r g ! ~ ,  t o  the b i l l s  of a l l  
e l ig ible  low inccrme persons. This avoids the neces ; i ty  o f  rnodifyitig three 
separate rate schedules each time fees o r  rates are adjusted. 
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In preparing th i s  ordinance, however, anocher problem was discovered. Recent 
State legislat ion has modified Health and Safety Code $5471 which previously 
required t h a t  sewage 3nd solid waste disposal rates be se t  by ordinance as 
opposed t o  resolution. Now included- f n  t h a t  section i s  rate set t ing for  
water systems, which now R u s t  a lso be adopted  by ordinance. I n  fac t ,  Lodi 
Municipal Code 513.08.010 specifies t h a t  witer rates shall be adopted o r  
established by "resolution" of the Council. Based on the recent change i n  
State law, i t  i s  now necessary t h a t  this  p o r t i o n  of the Municipal Code be 
amended to  ref lec t  the change. 

Therefore, a n  ordinance i s  attached hereto amending this  p a r t  o f  the Municipal 
Code t o  require adoption of water rates by uncodified ordinance, rather th3.n 
resolution. This ordinance i s  proposed for  adoption a s  a n  urgency measure, 
based on health, safety, or welfare considerations, so  t h a t  the City may 
comply with State law. 

In summary, the ordinances attached accomplish thrEe things: 

- First, i t  offers a 10% reduction in rates for  water, sewer, and refuse 
collection services t o  those persons otherwise e l ig ible  for  SSI or 
SSP. 

- Second, i t  b r ings  the City i n  
t h a t  our water rates be se t  v 

- Third ,  i t  adopts by reference 
water rctes previously establ 

!tespectfully submitted, 

BOB McNkTT 
City Attorney 
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AN GRDINANCE OF T H E  L O D I  CIT ' t  COUNCIL 
AMENDING L O D I  M U N I C I P A L  CODE F;!3.08.G10 TO R E Q U I R E  

A D O P T I C N  OF M T E S  FGR S i A T i R  SER'J!CE.BY O R D i N A N C E  
114 L I E U  GF RESGLiJl ' ION 

BE IT nmp. I rm  gy THE m i  CITY CCMCIL Q s  FoLLeWs: 

S E C T I O N  1. Lodi Municipal Code $!7..08.010 i s  hereby repealed a n d  

reenacted as f o l 1  ows: 

_- SECTION 2 .  

13.08.010 Setting o f  ra tes .  

T h ?  schedule o f  water ra tes  f o r  the City shal l  be 23 

established by uncodified ordina7ce o f  the City Council, adopted 

from time to  time. 

--- SECTION 3 .  A 1 1  ordinances ar?d p a r t s  o f  ordinsnces in  conf l ic t  

herewith a r e  repealed insofar a s  such conf l ic t  nay ex i s t .  

S E C T I O N  4 .  This ordinance s h a l l  be ptiblished one time i n  the "Lodi 

News Sentine?",  a dai ly newspaper o f  senera1 c i rcu la t ion  orinted a n d  

published i n  the C i t y  o f  Lcji ar.3 sp;?1' be i n  f o r c e  and t ake  e f f e c t  

t h i r t y  days fr-cm and a f t e r  i t s  passage  srir; a p u ~ . o v a l .  

_ r -  
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Attest:  

S t a t e  o f  Cal i f c r t i i ~  
County of San i o a q i i i n ,  s s .  

I ,  A l i c e  M. Reimche, C i t y  Clerk  of the C i t y  o f  Lodi ,  do hereby c e r t i f y  
t h a t  3 r d i n a n c e  No. 1346 was i n t r cduced  a t  a r e g u l a r  meet ing  o f  the C i t y  
Council of t he  C i t y  o f  Lodi held February 15, 1989 and was t h e r e a f t e r  
pas sed ,  adopted and o rde red  t o  p r i n t  a t  a r e g u l a r  meet ing  o f  s a i d  
Council he ld  March 1,  1989 by the fo l l owing  vo t e :  

Ryes : Council Members - Hinchman, Oison, Reid,  and 
P inke r ton  (Mayor) 

Noes : Council Members - None 

Absent: Council Members - Sn ide r  

Abs ta in :  Council Vembers - None 

I fiirther c e r t i f - l  t h a t  Ordinance No. 1446 was approved and s)gDed by 
the Mayor on the d a t e  c f  i t s  passage and the same has  been pub l i shed  
pu r suan t  t o  law. 

Approved as t o  Form 

A L I C E  M .  R E I M C H E  
C i t y  Clerk  

I 

EO8BY k'. NcFiATT 
C i t y  At torney  


